Six Characteristics of Successful Small Groups/Sunday School Classes

Opening thoughts on Small Group Ministry:

1. There are special _________ met in small groups that are ______ met in corporate worship

· People make __________ or they make tracks!

· People want their input to be ___________
· People need a ________ place to share their concerns

2.  Small groups come in ___________ forms

· Traditional Sunday School classes

· ___-_________ small groups

· House _______________
3.  Regardless of what you call them they need to…

· Encourage life-__________
· Cultivate ___________
· Promote _____________
· Reproduce ___________
· Provide _________
· _____________ and _____________
I.  A small group is a place for _______________ God’s Word
· Although this is not the only function of the group, it is possibly the most important

· The small group ___________ needs to have some level of competency as a teacher
“BRICKs” for building solid Bible teaching…

· B__________
· R____________
· I_______________
· C___________
· K_________________-____________

Insight…

All the motivational spiritual gifts can be effective in the Bible teaching setting of the small group
Ministry Key:

We always want to be __________ and ___________ in the areas that are important to us
II.  A small group is a place of ______________ to one another
· Most of the “one anothers” in the Bible are _______ carried out in small groups

· As a church moves toward certain growth _____________, it is critical that small groups step up to meet ministry needs 
Insight…

It doesn’t require seminary training learn how to love people and meet needs—we are all capable! 
Ministry Key:

Recruit someone to be a care group leader
Just a Thought for Care Team Leaders:
III.  A small group is a place of __________________

· Your small group must __________ the responsibility for the prospects who would attend your class

·  Getting a person to come to church usually involves a face to face _______________

Insight…

The primary mission of every small group (every church, every Christian) is to reach people for Christ
What’s your job in the fire department?
_____ _________ ______ __________ !

Ministry Key:

Someone needs to be an outreach leader in your small group
Just a Thought for Outreach Leaders:

Week 1—Assign contacts

Week 2—Testimonies

Week 3—Assign contacts

Week 4—Develop a mission project or report on a missionary contact
IV.  A small group is a place to build ____________________
· People may visit because they like the pastor, but they stay because they form friendships

· Small groups are the key to assimilating new people
Insight…

A monthly class party is an excellent way to create an atmosphere for relationships to develop
Ministry Key:

Someone in the small group needs to plan and promote  class fellowship times
Another Ministry Key:

Keep the group small or at least provide time for table groups in a large class room setting
V.  A small group is a place of ____________________

· People often feel insecure and discouraged and are attracted to ____________ and people of encouragement

· Encouragement is a biblical concept and a _______________
Insight…

Encouragement is not flattery, but the giving of sincere praise and gratitude
Ministry Key:

Encouragement is intentional and must be sincere to be appreciated 

VI.  Small groups are a place where _______________ is modeled 
· Small group leaders should be an ____________ in character and competence

· They should be _____________ and _____________
Insight…

Small group leaders have the __________ to bring great benefit or great harm to a church and her leaders
Ministry Key:

Never use the classroom as a place to attack others or vent disagreements.  The confrontation guidelines in ____________ 18 apply to all of us.
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